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THE VIAEGNATIA:
A WAY TO CONNECT

e Via Egnatia connects the Albanian coast to Istal
bul. It is an extension of the Via Appia at the west S
- with a short sea journey in between - and it conne
to the Silk route at the eastern side. A er its constr
tion by the Romans in the third century BC, the
Egnatia has been for more than 2000 years the (
nection between east and west. e Via Egnatia h
lived through many empires: the Roman, the Byz:
tine and the Ottoman

empire, up to modern

times.

e road has been

used by many people:

Albanians, Bulgarians,

Greeks, Roma, Vlachs,

Jews, Turks, for cen-

turies connected by

the exchange of trade, culture, language, religion
ideas. Even nowadays, in spite of more than a cen
of nationalism, isolation and struggle, the cultu
unity of the region along the Via Egnatia is presen
the music, the kitchen, the handicra , the stories a
many other aspects of the rich culture of the Bal
pensinsula.
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THE VIAEGNATIA FOUNDATION:
BRIDGING THBALKANS

e Via Egnatia Foundation (VEF) was established |
2007 to inspire this old road with new life. e VEF con
siders the Via Egnatia as a common cultural heritg
and a potential treasure

for the countries along

it. e VEF wants to

turn Via Egnatia into a

symbol of connection

and into a cross border

hikingtrail - a bridge

between the people Ii-

ving along it. e purpo-

se of all VEF activities is to contribute to the social
economic development of the regions along Via Egn
and ultimately to friendship and peace.

WHAT DOES THERF DO?

Joint academic researchlp till recently there has bee
little contact between researchers of Via Egnatia f
the di erent countries. e VEF organises internatio-
nal conferences to bring these researchers in touch
each other. is way a common vision on history cal
develop. Too o en archaeology and history are still
the service of nationalism in the Balkans.

VEF organises also archaeological subprojects in w
you can participate yourself.

Cross border hikingtrail. Many parts of the Via Eg
natia as it has survived, are not usable yet. During
Caravan Journey 2009-2010 the route is explored
mapped. Problems and bottlenecks have to be so
and the road has to be signposted in the future.

a journey on foot - or on horseback - can become a

ally unforgettable experience. If properly managed,
hikingtrail can contribute enormously to sustainab
tourism in the region. e VEF envisages to help loci
people with microcredits, to start Bed & Breakfag
horse- and donkeystations, etc.

Culture: art, music and dance/EF brings together ar
tists and musicians with exhibitions and concerts. R
2020-2011 a series of concerts is planned along Via
natia, combined with music-workshops and mastercl
ses. People from all

countries, young and

old, can participate.

A canvas painting of

many meters is made

by children along Via

Egnatia during the

Caravan journey. is

painting will be exhibited in Istanbul, capital of cultu
in 2010.

Youth and education.e VEF is developing a program
for youth exchange and peace education, meant for
mentary as well as high schools. VEF develops al
program of practical actions: young people from
countries can particiERES : g
pate in restoration anGsl

environmental  pro-

jects on Via Egnatia

An elementary schog

in the mountainvillage

of Dardhe in Albani

is supported by VE

in the reconstruction of its delapidated building. Alg
you can contribute to this!




